Iraffic Safety
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chool dismissal is one of the most chaotic times of the school

day for parents and their children. Vehicles line up prior to
the final bell (sometimes more than 30 minutes early!) as driv-
ers wait to collect their children. And in a matter of 10 minutes,
hundreds of students have left the school property on their way
home.

Throughout this process, parents are reminded to obey all
the posted traffic signs as well as the staff and volunteers on duty
to ensure the safety of all children. These signs are not meant
to frustrate parents; they are intended to help parents and their
children stay safe and accident-free.

Here are some helpful reminders:

DO
e encourage your child to walk to ===
and from school; -
e adhere to any pick-up proce-
dures that the school may have
established;

e set up a regular pick-up routine
and review this with your child;
e obey crossing guards;

e arrive a few minutes after the
dismissal bell to stagger the amount of traffic and relieve conges-
tion around the school;

¢ use the Kiss & Ride lane on school property, if applicable;

e park legally —in a parking space on school property or on the
school side of the street;

e park a block away from the school and walk the rest of the way;
* have patience and take an extra moment to be safe.

DON’T

e don’t stop in the middle of the street to pick up your child;

* don’t encourage your child to cross the street mid-block;

e don’t park or stop in front of or on someone’s private driveway;
e don’t park or stop in the middle of a crosswalk;

 don’t get out of your car if stopped in a fire route;

e don’t yell or swear at school staff or volunteers;

e don’t get frustrated by other drivers or other children.
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THINK SAFETY FIRST
Taking your time means preventing accidents!

SLOW DOWN — BE PATIENT

SIGN OF THE TIMES

Complete the Safety Word Search.
Can you name the sign in the background?
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2nd Annual Winter Walking Day

It’s winter! Don’t hibernate —walk to school and celebrate!
Walk to school or at school for daily physical activity, a healthi-
er environment, safer streets, making friends and ... having fun!
Ontario’s 2nd annual Winter Walk Day for Schools,
presented by Green Communities Canada, takes place
Wednesday, February 10, 2010. Register your school today!

Visit: www.saferoutestoschool.ca/winterwalkday.asp
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